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Carbon Lehigh  

Intermediate Unit #21 

4210 Independence Drive 

Schnecksville, PA 18078-2580 

610-769-4111, 800-223-4821 

www.cliu.org 
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If you are interested in receiving an application, contact 

June Kmetz at 610-769-4111 ext. 1673 or kmetzj@cliu.org. 

Carbon Lehigh Special Needs Children’s Foundation 

2021 Summer Camp Gifting Program 

The Carbon Lehigh Special Needs Children’s Foundation offers a “Gifting” of 

dollars to help families and students with special needs to pay for day and 

residential summer camp programs. This “Gifting” program is made possible 

from participation of many educators and business partners in an annual Golf 

Tournament and donations of various community leaders, as well as businesses. 
 

Students can apply if they: 

 are completing Kindergarten through 12th grade or to age 21. 

 receive services through an IEP in school. 

 attend a public school in Carbon or Lehigh Counties. 
 

Only applications that meet all student criteria will be accepted.  Completed 

applications will be reviewed by the Foundation Gifting Committee. Gifts will not 

exceed $300 per student and will only pay a percentage of the registration fee.  

Applications will be awarded as funding permits.  Students awarded summer camp gifts 

will be notified in writing as to the amount of the “gift.”  Gift amounts will be sent from 

the Foundation Gifting Program to the camp directly to support registrations and camp 

fees. 
 

We encourage and appreciate any pictures and letters  

from students about their camping experience. 

 

“This opportunity is made possible through  

The Carbon Lehigh Special Needs Children’s Foundation.”  
 

Our Mission is to enhance educational and recreational opportunities 
for children with special needs enrolled in the public schools of 

Carbon and Lehigh Counties. 
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The Pennsylvania Department of Human Services, Office of Developmental Programs, invites you to Save the Date and 

participate in the statewide Everyday Lives Conference. This year’s conference will be virtual and include the 

collaboration, education, and innovation to celebrate the everyday lives of  individuals with intellectual disabilities and 

autism. 

 

This year’s Everyday Lives Conference merges the Everyday Lives Conference with the Community of 

 

 

When Will the Conference be Held? 

The Conference will be held over a period of five weeks:  

Who Should Attend? 

Individuals with disabilities, families, professionals, clinicians, students, and caregivers participate in the Everyday Lives 

Conference. The conference will also include an exhibit hall for featuring ODP training partners. More than 1,200 

attendees are expected. 

 

What Topics will Be on the Conference Agenda? 

Engage with dozens of professionals, experts and pioneers in workshops, breakout sessions, panels and 

 

 

How Do I Get More Information and Register? 

Watch for future announcements of the draft and final agenda and for a link to register as an attendee or exhibitor. We will also 

post information at www.everydaylives.org. Early bird registration coming soon! 
 

 

 

Everyday Lives Virtual Conference 

Tuesday, May 11 

Tuesday, May 18, and Wednesday, May 19 

Wednesday, May 26 

Wednesday, June 2, and Thursday, June 3 

Thursday, June 10 

Save the Date! 

VALUES IN ACTION 
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Virtual Conference 
The 2021 conference will be offered as a virtual opportunity as part of our efforts to maintain public health and safety in 

the face of the coronavirus outbreak. Sessions will be available for viewing beginning Monday, August 2. Anyone may 

watch free of charge.  

 

Conference Mission: This conference provides comprehensive, evidence-based information to assist all educational 

team members, other professionals, and families in developing effective educational programming for all students with 

autism spectrum disorders. 

 

Who Should Watch: Family members, physicians, speech-

language pathologists, administrators, higher-education faculty, 

general and special education professionals, early intervention 

staff, related service personnel, behavioral health analysts/

professionals, and anyone interested in autism spectrum 

disorders. 

 

National Autism Conference Outcomes:  

 Cite specific research findings concerning autism spectrum 

disorders and relate them to assessment, instruction, and 

progress determination, including specific communication. 

 Describe appropriate interventions, materials, and 

progress-monitoring practices based on continuous instructional evidence in the areas of cognition, language, social 

skills, and motor skills. 

 Identify, analyze, and apply evidence-based practices for the treatment of students with autism spectrum disorders in 

cognition, communication, and social and motor skills. 

 Formulate practical and evidence-based instructional plans for students with autism spectrum disorders in order to 

have them progress in the general education curriculum with specific accommodations in language, cognition, and 

social and motor skills. 

 Incorporate the use of instructional technology and visual-graphic organizers into the instruction of students with 

autism spectrum disorders in order to increase organizational skills and improve achievement. 

 Relate specific assessment and intervention procedures to the general education curriculum and academic standards 

and benchmarks, including specific applications to communication-based approaches. 

 

For more information and to register, visit https://autism.outreach.psu.edu 

 

In partnership with: 

25th Annual National Autism Conference - August 2-5, 2021 

https://autism.outreach.psu.edu
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The Bureau of Autism Services launched the Autism Services, Education, Resources, and Training Collaborative 

(ASERT) Resource Center.  The Resource Center has 3 components, a statewide toll-free number for live assistance, 1-

877-231-4244, a new website,  http://www.PAautism.org and outreach specialists available for community participation.  

www.paautism.org  is designed to bring together existing resources for families, providers, and self-advocates, and allow 

them to access a broad array of information to help meet the needs of those living with or serving people with autism. 

Lehigh Valley Walk 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 

Arts Quest Center at SteelStacks 

101 Founders Way 

Bethlehem, PA 18015 

 

 

REGISTER TODAY! 

AutismSpeaksWalk.org/LehighValley 

LehighValley@autismspeaks.org 

856-858-5400 

#AutismSpeaksLehighValley 

Registration: 

8:30 am 

Walk Start: 

10:15 am 

 

Powered by Love  

Contact: Laura Casolaro at 856-383-0148  

Email: LehighValleyWalk@autismspeaks.org 

Bureau of Autism Services Resource Center 

NEW - Lehigh Valley Autism Guide Webinars 

Take control of the future and check out all 29 of the upcoming webinars on managing stress, transitions, 

IEP’s, and more. It’s a great opportunity for you to get your questions answered and network with 

professionals who can help you keep moving forward.  

 

https://lvag2017.wixsite.com/empowered 
 

Have you heard of an Executive Function Coach?  

The term caught my attention when parents were asking for help because their college students were not 

showing up for class and failing as a result. They weren’t able to talk to professors and the college admin often didn’t 

want to get involved with the parents. This was frustrating to parents who are shelling out thousands of dollars and they 

felt powerless to help their young adult succeed in school. Then I heard from parents saying they hired an Executive 

Function Coach and the huge difference it made. 

 

It's a profession that has been gaining in popularity for the last 5 years.  An EFC will act as an advisor, sounding board, 

manager, strategist and guide. They can help increase self-awareness, expand thinking past road blocks and help build on 

strengths through facilitating one on one conversations. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEKoZt19yPg&feature=emb_logo 

 

Building Executive Function skills begins at home  

So if your child is in elementary, middle or high school, you can talk to your therapeutic team to help you create age 

appropriate goals. Therapeutic riding is another option of building these skills in a more enjoyable way for kids. Caring 

and preparing a horse to ride facilitates organizational skills and self-awareness.  If you want to learn the basics of 

Executive Functioning, click on the button to go directly to the page. 

 

To learn more, visit https://lvag2017.wixsite.com/empowered. 

 

Click on Therapies > Executive Function Skills.  

http://www.paautism.org/
http://www.paautism.org/
http://autismspeakswalk.org/LehighValley
mailto:LehighValley@autismspeaks.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEKoZt19yPg&feature=emb_logo
https://lvag2017.wixsite.com/empowered
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NURTURE A SISTERHOOD  BUILD LIFE SKILLS  INCREASE VISIBILITY 

Miss Amazing is a nationwide program that 

provides opportunities for  

girls and women with disabilities to build self-

confidence.  

 

WHEN: April 15, 2021 Event hosted via Zoom 

April 16, 2021 Representatives announced 

April 17, 2021 Drive through ceremony at Emmaus High 

School 

 

Contact: To support or donate, visit https://

missamazing.org/chapters/PA  or send an email to 

mel.maresca@missamazing.org  

 

Who can  participate? 

Girls and women ages 5 and older  

who have an IEP, IPP, 504 plan, SSI, or a physician’s records 

proving disability are eligible to participate. 

 

What is the cost to participate? 

The only cost to participate is 5 cans of food! We donate 

the total amount collected back to the community. 

 

What is required to participate? 

Our skill areas are carefully selected to empower the 

participants to share their abilities and strengthen their 

communication skills. The skill areas include interview, 

personal introduction, and passion presentation! 

Pennsylvania Miss Amazing - April 15-17, 2021 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education is pleased to announce the 

following webinar opportunity:  

 

The Special Education Process for Families  
 

March 29, 2021 

Zoom Webinar 

10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

 

There is a lot to know about the process by which children are identified as having a disability and in need of special 

education and related services. This session will cover the legal basis for special education, questions around parental 

referrals, and the significance of parental communication among other things to give a big picture of the Special 

Education Process for families.  

 

Presenters: Amira Hill-Yancy and Kim Jenkins  

 

Credit(s): This event is not eligible for credit.  

 

Registration Information: 

You may register online by clicking on the name of the event on the Training Events Calendar at:  

https://www.pattan.net/events/  

 

For content related information and questions, please contact Amira Hill-Yancy, PaTTAN East at:  

800-441-3215 or ayancy@pattan.net. 

 

For general registration information and questions, please contact Debra Jordan, PaTTAN East at: 

 800-441-3215, ext 7224 or djordan@pattan.net.  

The Special Education Process for Families 

We are back and started planning our 2021 virtual event to include a drive through trophy and 

crowning ceremony! 

https://missamazing.org/chapters/PA?fbclid=IwAR0Ki6LhS__IpYzcZ1WRR0OPAj4wmbihDvJyOIS4mBi3MymmLN5kz3UzT7E
https://missamazing.org/chapters/PA?fbclid=IwAR0Ki6LhS__IpYzcZ1WRR0OPAj4wmbihDvJyOIS4mBi3MymmLN5kz3UzT7E
http://www.pattan.net/events/
mailto:ayancy@pattan.net
mailto:djordan@pattan.net
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Brought to you by The Local Task Force 21 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, March 17, 2021  

TIME: 10:00 a.m. 

WHERE: Via Zoom 

MEETING ID: 537 878 6005 

PASSCODE: CLIU21 
 

Brought to you by The Local Task Force 21 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, April 21, 2021  

TIME: 10:00 a.m. 

WHERE: Via Zoom 

MEETING ID: 537 878 6005 

PASSCODE: CLIU21 

Organizations and agencies presenting: activities/events/camps/great resources 

 

Brought to you by The Local Task Force 21 

 

WHEN: Wednesday, May 19, 2021  

TIME: 10:00 a.m. 

WHERE: Via Zoom 

MEETING ID: 537 878 6005 

PASSCODE: CLIU21 

Assistive Technology and BrainSteps - March 17, 2021 

Magellan Behavioral Health Services and Carbon County Behavioral Health Services 

Activities for Those with Special Needs 
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The Right to Education Consent Agreement guarantees a free public program of education and training to school-age 

students with special needs.  The State Task Force and twenty-nine Local Task Forces were established to ensure that 

the intent and spirit of the consent agreement is followed.  The Local Right to Education Task Force is consumer driven, 

comprised of parents, educators, agency representatives, and other persons concerned with educational services for 

students with disabilities. 

 

NEW TO LTF21? 

 

The Local Task Force 21 is comprised of families, the Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit 21, advocates, school districts 

and service providers. We come together to share knowledge, discuss rights and develop and appropriate education  

for the students with special needs. We want to empower families to gain insight, build connections with others, and 

help become the voice for those in their lives with special needs. The journey is long, full of opportunity, and having a 

good team in place makes all the difference.  

 

Please visit our Facebook page - @localtaskforce21 

 

Connect with other families by visiting our Support Group Page: Carbon Lehigh IU #21 Family Support Group  

 

The Local Right to Education Task Force & Carbon & Lehigh Counties 2021 

 

As of 7/31/20, all LTF21 meetings for the 2020-21 school year will be held virtually. 

 

Meetings and presentations begin promptly at 10:00 a.m.   

 

All parents and interested persons are welcome to bring questions and concerns to the meetings.   

Call 610-769-4111 X1218 or 800-223-4821 for more information.   

 

Meeting Dates: 
 

March 17, 2021  AT for Students and BrainSteps Information hosted by Danielle Argot and Carley Knappenberger   

April 21, 2021 Magellan and CMP/CCBH Services  

May 19, 2021 TBD 

 

 

Officers:  

LTF Chairperson: Amanda Robbins 

LTF Secretary: TBD 

CLIU 21 Contact: Kelly Danner 

 

For more information on the LTF, please visit our webpage on the CLIU #21 website at  

www.cliu.org, Special Programs and Services Department, Local Task Force. 

 

State Force Task Link:  

https://www.pattan.net/about-us/partners/state-task-force/ 

 

You can also keep in touch with us through email, localtaskforce21@gmail.com or mandaphd1@gmail.com, and on 

Facebook at Local Task Force 21. 

Local Task Force Meetings 
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The Carbon Lehigh Transition Coordinating Council meets four times per year to discuss and collaborate on issues 

pertaining to transition for students with disabilities ages 14 to 21. The Council includes agency personnel, transition 

coordinators, parents, and teachers and is always looking for new members.  Please join us for our next meeting.   

      

The mission of CLTCC is to promote effective transition for students with disabilities from school to adult life. We are 

comprised of parents, agencies, employers, and educators from the Intermediate Unit, School Districts, Vocational and 

Special Education, and Higher Education interested in learning and sharing information regarding transitioning to adult 

life.  
 

Thursday,  April 14, 2021 

Thursday,  October 14, 2021 

Thursday,  December 16, 2021 

 

Zoom link- 

https://zoom.us/j/97523829129 
9:00 – 11:00 a.m.  

 

Look for Updates and ALL minutes on the CLIU21 Website under: 

cliu.org > Departments > Special Programs and Services >  

Transition resources > Carbon Lehigh Transition Coordinating Council  
 

Or Visit 

http://www.cliu.org/Page/352 

**Hosted by the Celebration Awards Committee of Lehigh & Northampton Counties 

 

March 25, 2021 

3:30 p.m. 

Webinar via Zoom 

 

This event was developed to recognize March as Intellectual Disabilities Month in Pennsylvania. Just about every day, 

individuals with intellectual disabilities accomplish amazing things, and this is our chance to honor their achievements!  

 

To be eligible for a Celebration Award, a person must be diagnosed with a Developmental Disability and must 

receive a disability-related service in either Northampton or Lehigh County. Awards are given to individuals with I/DD 

who have demonstrated success in one of six areas. Individual awards for achievements are given to a person from Lehigh 

County and Northampton County! 

 

All nominations are due by February 17, 2021. 

 

Questions? 

Please email Celebration.Committee.15@gmail.com 

15TH Annual (Virtual) Celebration Awards - March 25, 2021 

CLTCC Meeting - 2021-22 School Year Meeting Dates 

https://zoom.us/j/97523829129
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The following is help for families and advocates of children with special needs for 

special education regulations and the complaint system: 

 

 The Special Education Consult Line - 1-800-879-2301 - A service of the PA 

Department of Education, Bureau of Special Education, Division of 

Compliance 

 The Education Law Center - 215-238-6970 or www.elc.pa.org 

 

Local Autism Task Force Meetings are held every third Thursday of the month at the 

Lehigh County Government Center, 17th Street, Allentown, PA 18101 at 6:00 pm.  These 

meetings try to focus on issues that affect all who are touched by autism.  If you have any 

quest ions,  please don’t  hesi tate to contact Patr ic ia  Theodore at 

patriciatheodore@lehighcounty.org. 

Help the bee 

locate the flower! 

http://www.elc.pa.org
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The Ben Yorgey Foundation passionately honors Ben’s legacy by raising funds for graduating high school students 

with intellectual disabilities across Lehigh Valley and beyond.  

 

The Ben Event 

The Ben Event is a family event held the 3rd weekend in July at Macungie Memorial Park in Macungie, PA. The 

purpose of the Ben Event is to generate funds for the Ben Yorgey Foundation. Since the first Ben Event held in July 

2010, the foundation has given 168 awards to graduating high school students with intellectual disabilities, totaling 

over $150,000.  

 

To find out more, visit https://heyiknowyou.org or follow our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/

benyorgeyfoundation  

The 28th CLSNCF Golf Tournament, presented by Carbon 

Lehigh Special Needs Children’s Foundation, in cooperation 

with the Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21, is scheduled for 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at The Olde Homestead Golf Club, 

6598 Route 309, New Tripoli, PA. Proceeds from the 

tournament support special needs children in recreational and 

educational activities.  

 

If you are interested in more 

information, please visit our website 

at www.clsncf.org. The contact 

person is Val Borman at 610-769-4111 x1159, email 

bormanv@cliu.org. 

 

We are particularly interested in potential sponsors and have 

different levels of sponsorship available to suit any business.   

 

Proceeds support special needs children in recreational and educational activities.  

28TH Annual CLSNCF Golf Tournament - June 22, 2021 

Ben Yorgey Foundation 

https://www.facebook.com/benyorgeyfoundation
https://www.facebook.com/benyorgeyfoundation
mailto:montanarib@cliu.org
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The Lehigh Valley TOPSoccer Club is proud to offer a TOP Soccer program in the Spring, 

Fall, and Winter seasons.  Lehigh Valley TOPSoccer Club is the only club in the Lehigh Valley 

dedicated 100% to offering the game of soccer to children with special needs. TOPSoccer is 

open to children with disabilities.   

 

What Is TOPSoccer? 

The Outreach Program for Soccer—TOPSoccer—is a community-based training and team placement program for 

young athletes with Autism Spectrum Disorder, Down Syndrome, or Cerebral Palsy. The program provides meaningful 

learning, development, and physical participation opportunities to young athletes through the game of soccer. 

  

The Lehigh Valley TOPSoccer Club was founded by the parent of a child with special needs who felt that the existing 

soccer programs in the Lehigh Valley did not even come close to meeting the needs of aspiring players with special 

needs. 

 

What are the Key Elements of the Program? 

 Fun! Fun! Fun! 

 PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

 Community support – monetary and non-monetary 

 Volunteers willing to work with children 

 Oodles of patience 

 ‘Buddy’ system: some players paired with a buddy 

 Placement of players primarily by ability, not age 

 Emphasize ability, not disability 

 Involve players and provide meaningful experience 

 Dependability of coaches 

 

Who Can Enroll?  

TOPSoccer is open to all children in the Lehigh Valley (Lehigh, Northampton, and Carbon counties) with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder, Down Syndrome, or Cerebral Palsy. 

 

When Is It?  

TOPSoccer will run in the spring from April to mid-June and in the fall from Sep to mid-November following regular 

soccer season schedules. 

 

When and Where Is TOPSoccer Played?  

We play on Saturday afternoon from 3pm to 4pm at the Lehigh County Soccer fields in South Whitehall 

Township (youth fields 1, 2, and 3). The address of the Lehigh Country Soccer fields is: 4238 Walnut Street, 

Allentown, PA 18104  

 

How Do I Register My Child?  

Print the registration form located at http://www.lvtopsoccer.org and follow instructions to register. 

 

How Can I Help?  

The TOPSoccer program exists for athletes to achieve, develop, and compete according to their abilities. We need 

volunteers to make this a reality for these children. Get involved!  

Lehigh Valley TOPSoccer Club 

Program Founder/Coordinator  

C.B. Ananthan 

610-391-1812 

 

administrator@lvtopsoccer.org 

http://www.lvtopsoccer.org  

 

Mail Registration Form to: 

1350 Buck Trail Road  

Allentown, PA 18104 

TOPSoccer Spring Session 

https://sites.google.com/site/lehighvalleytopsoccer/home/directions
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Baseball Team: Outdoor baseball on our state-of-the-art and fully accessible 

field takes place from April to October broken up into Spring and Fall Seasons. 

We have weekend games as well as night games under the stadium lights! Our 

baseball program is non-competitive, so everyone gets to bat and everyone 

goes around the bases, regardless of ability. We do offer several scheduled 

competitive games throughout the season for players who want to work on 

their skills!  Fill out a Baseball Registration Form at mllv.org. 
 

Cheer Team: We offer a cheerleading program for those that wish to try 

their hand at rallying the crowd. Cheerleading is open to girls and boys of all 

abilities. Cheerleading is excellent for helping self-confidence and for making 

new friends. Our cheer coach will assist them in learning organized cheers and 

they will even be featured in between innings for special performances!  Fill 

out a Cheerleader Registration Form at mllv.org. 

 

Activities:  Everyone who is registered for baseball or cheerleading is automatically registered in our activities 

program! Not interested in baseball or cheerleading, but still want to be involved in year-round activities? That’s okay! 

We have a membership just for you! Our activities membership is a discounted rate for those that want to be part of 

our Miracle League family without playing ball. Our activities run all year long and we have a wide variety of FREE, 

inclusive events.   Fill out an Activity Membership Registration Form at mllv.org. 

 

Call or email for more information:   

610-769-2096 

info@miracleleaguelv.org 

Miracle League of the Lehigh Valley 

Activities Membership includes: 

 

Bowling 

Annual Gala 

Basket Bingo 

Talent Show and more! 

 

Cost: $20 per child per year  

(fee is waved if signed up for 

soccer or cheerleading) 

Miracle League of the Lehigh Valley 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018poVhVMqj1khz7QRorZkVIJs6lB5HhcBsjRSBqbpXtdAIjzN-l9RIppM7cXIGfHqGXdwBMOQRFLL5mWN437j2cf6AkG2exdvf4u9auj0GBLoW7d6iLAbb40mrlSk6c7sCalBmP__5YNDPNbrZu7nfyEouztFbSDwaW-bCU9yQm3bK7n7jkij9Nt170rDVWUm3GKoDwFsNTPXA0T1CxNl4TYVB1fkfjImZBjr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018poVhVMqj1khz7QRorZkVIJs6lB5HhcBsjRSBqbpXtdAIjzN-l9RIppM7cXIGfHqGXdwBMOQRFLL5mWN437j2cf6AkG2exdvf4u9auj0GBLoW7d6iLAbb40mrlSk6c7sCalBmP__5YNDPNbrZu7nfyEouztFbSDwaW-bCU9yQm3bK7n7jkij9Nt170rDVWUm3GKoDwFsNTPXA0T1CxNl4TYVB1fkfjImZBjr
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018poVhVMqj1khz7QRorZkVIJs6lB5HhcBsjRSBqbpXtdAIjzN-l9RIppM7cXIGfHqGXdwBMOQRFLL5mWN437j2cf6AkG2exdvf4u9auj0GBLoW7d6iLAbb40mrlSk6c7sCalBmP__5YNDPNbrZu7nfyEouztFbSDwaW-bCU9yQm3bK7n7jkij9Nt170rDVWUm3GKoDwFsNTPXA0T1CxNl4TYVB1fkfjImZBjr
mailto:info@miracleleaguelv.org
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Pennsylvania Yellow Dot Program 
 
Pennsylvania's Yellow Dot Program was created to assist citizens in the "golden hour" 

of emergency care following a traffic accident when they may not be able to 

communicate their needs themselves. Placing a yellow dot in your vehicle's rear 

window alerts first responders to check your glove compartment for vital information 

to ensure you receive the medical attention you need. 

 

The program is a cooperative effort among the Pennsylvania Departments of 

Transportation, Health and Aging, the Pennsylvania State Police, the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike Commission, and First Responders and local law enforcement. 

 

How does it work? 

Participants complete a personal information form, which includes the participant's name, contact information, 

emergency contact information, medical history, and medications, allergies and the participant's doctors' 

names. A photo – showing only the participant's head and shoulders – is then taped to the front of the 

completed information sheet. 

 

The yellow dot decal provided in the program kit is placed in the lower left corner of the participant's vehicle's 

rear windshield. The decal should be no higher than 3 inches from the bottom of the windshield. This decal 

alerts first responders that vital information can be found in the vehicle. 

 

Place the completed information sheet, with the attached picture, into the Yellow Dot folder, and then place 

the folder into the vehicle's glove box. 

 

http://www.yellowdot.pa.gov/ 

The Premise Alert System was created in 2004 by Susan F. 

Rzucidlo and Police Chief Kevin McCarthy, Sr., to provide a 

uniform method to alert first responders to the special needs of 

individuals in their community and support families and 

individuals with disabilities, challenges, or complex medical 

diagnosis in the event of a crisis.  It was the first system in the 

nation that connected families and individuals directly to the 

police serving their community.  By providing first responders 

with advance knowledge, it allows for quick and educated 

responses during crises, evacuations, and disasters.  The service 

is provided free of charge.  Information and resources can be 

found at www.papremisealert.com or by emailing 

SPEAKsusan@gmail.com. 

Pennsylvania Premise Alert System 
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CLIU Annie Sullivan Award - Nominate a Professional Today! 

We are promoting Best Buddies for the upcoming school year.  Best Buddies seeks to 

make mutually rewarding friendship matches between individuals with intellectual disabilities 

and local college students.  In Northampton County, the participating colleges are  

Lehigh University and Lafayette College.  Remember, previous participants must reapply 

each year. 

 

Are you a new applicant?  Ideally, participants should be between the ages of 18 and 35 

years old and be able to provide their own transportation .  This is important because very 

few college students can provide it.  Participants must also be free of aggressive or 

inappropriate behaviors that could jeopardize a friendship. 

 

Online registration at www.bestbuddiesonline.org is strongly preferred over a hard copy.  Returning 

buddies only need to complete the consent form.  Newcomers should select Membership 

Application, choose their college, and then complete the application.   
 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Jessica McKenty at jmckenty@arcoflehighnorthampton.org, 610-849-8076 ext. 330  

Bob Madden at bmadden@arcoflehighnorthampton.org, 610-849-8076 ext. 317 
 

 

There is no guarantee that all applicants can be matched, but we’ll try.  A great deal depends on college recruitment 

efforts.  We try to make based on same gender, shared interests, and location. If a 1:1 match cannot be made, you 

may still participate in the monthly group activities.   

The CLIU is participating in the Annie Sullivan Award program, sponsored by the Pennsylvania Association of 

Intermediate Units. This award, named for Helen Keller's teacher and friend, honors an educator who exemplifies caring 

involvement with students with disabilities and helps others in our schools and the community to understand and accept 

students with disabilities. This award is open to any CLIU employee, and is intended to recognize those individuals who 

have superseded the general expectations of their employment. 

 

To acquire a nomination form, please visit our webpage at www.cliu.org - go to Departments — Special Programs and 

Services — Annie Sullivan Award Nomination. You can also contact Kelly Danner at dannerk@cliu.org or 610-769-

4111, ext. 1218. 

 Volunteers Needed  

The Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 is in need for volunteers to act as Surrogate Parents for students who do 

not have a guardian available to act on their behalf.  Volunteers typically will attend IEP or ER meetings, and act in 

place of a parent or guardian in making school-related decisions.  This is a service that the CLIU #21 provides for 

students who attend any of the 14 districts within the Carbon and Lehigh Counties.   

 

If you have time during the day, and want to help meet the needs of a child in your area, please call or email Steve 

Hawkes or Amy Snyder.  They would be glad to answer any questions you have.   

Steve Hawkes 610-769-4111 ext. 1660  

hawkess@cliu.org 

Lehigh County Surrogate Parent Coordinator 

Natalie Bojko 610-769-4111 ext. 1663 

bojkon@cliu.org 

Carbon County Surrogate Parent Coordinator 

Best Buddies Best Buddies 

http://www.bestbuddiesonline.org/
mailto:neidig@arcoflehighnorthampton.org
mailto:neidig@arcoflehighnorthampton.org
http://www.cliu.org/
mailto:dannerk@cliu.org
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 when life happens, 
help is available 
 

DIAL 2-1-1 
GET CONNECTED.   
GET HELP. 
 

 2-1-1 is a toll-free hotline connecting the community to health and human services. 

Aging Services 

Child & Youth Services 

Counseling 

Education/Training 

Food/Shelter/Clothing 

Health Services 

Parenting 

Substance Abuse 

Support Groups 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 
and much more! 

Free, confidential  
information and referral 
available 24/7: 
 
Phone: 2-1-1 or 855-501-6785 

Email: 211@uwlanc.org 

Web: www.pa211east.org 

 

YOUR COMMUNITY HELP LINE:  
PENNSYLVANIA 2-1-1 EAST 
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Community Resources for Families & Children in the Lehigh Valley  
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 Community Resources for Families & Children in the Lehigh Valley, cont. 
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Community Resources for Families & Children in the Lehigh Valley, cont. 
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Carbon County Children’s Team Resource Directory, cont. 
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 Carbon County Children’s Team Resource Directory, cont. 
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Carbon County Children’s Team Resource Directory, cont. 
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To find out how we Help Children Learn,  

visit our website at www.cliu.org.  


